Table 1: Assessment Criteria for “Students will be able to give a presentation before a group”

	Level
	Masterful
	Competent
	Developmental

	Criteria
	
	
	

	Content
	Student presenter has a clear purpose, grounded in knowledge of the subject matter and reflecting critical thought upon that knowledge.

Student presenter demonstrates evidence of thorough preparation reflected in quality and depth of information and/or argument presented, use of appropriate details, visual aids, research and documentation, etc.
	Student presenter has a purpose, although focus is at times lost, and evidences basic understanding of the subject matter and some critical thought.

Student presenter is for the most part prepared, but may be lacking in some thoroughness or detail; supplementary material/evidence/research/ visual aids may be less than satisfactory. 
	Student presenter lacks a clear purpose or foundation in course material or knowledge of subject matter.

Student presenter is unprepared and unfocused; discussion of information and/or argument lacks depth and detail.

	Performance
	Student presenter’s stance conveys credibility, confidence, and expertise. 

Student presenter crafts a delivery that includes appropriate presentation of physical presence, voice, and language.
	Student presenter’s stance is credible overall, but may lack some confidence.

Student presenter has a generally strong delivery, but may have weakness in physical presence, voice, and/or language.
	Student presenter demonstrates no credibility, confidence, or expertise.  

Student presenter has poor or inappropriate delivery; physical presence, voice, and language are used poorly or inappropriately. 

	Awareness of Audience
	Student presenter has constructed a clear organizational pattern to facilitate audience listening and understanding, with a strong introduction and conclusion supported by a coherent and logical presentation of information or argument.

Student presenter has a strong engagement with the audience and is conscious of appropriate pacing and individual and group response, including during Q&A.
	Student presenter creates an organizational pattern that facilitates audience understanding, but may not have coherence all the way through; introduction, conclusion, and/or transition points may be weak.

Student presenter is aware of audience needs and responses, although may not engage effectively through adjustments in pacing, strong Q&A, etc.
	Student presenter constructs a disjointed or flimsy organizational pattern that fails to lead the audience effectively through the material.  

Student presenter lacks awareness of audience needs and responses; presentation is poorly paced and presenter fails to engage.


Table 2: Assessment Criteria “Students will be able to write papers that require locating, analyzing and formally referencing information sources to support conclusions”

	Level


	Masterful
	Competent
	Developmental

	Criteria


	
	
	

	Claim
	Writer presents an arguable claim, grounded in deep understanding of the discipline and reflecting critical and original thought.  

Writer reaches reasonable and interesting conclusions based on claims and evidence
	Writer presents an intelligible claim, evidencing basic understanding of the discipline and some critical thought.

Writer reaches conclusions that are, for the most part, solid.
	Writer presents a shaky or simplistic claim which seems to reflect weak grasp of the discipline.  

Writer reaches tenuous, illogical, or irrelevant conclusions.

	Evidence
	Writer provides appropriate, relevant evidence, chosen to further claims and establish credibility and evaluated and analyzed according to writer’s purpose and context.  

Writer demonstrates an awareness of disciplinary contributions and synthesizes the ideas of others with his/her own.
	Writer provides some evidence that while not fully analyzed is mostly relevant.

Writer demonstrates some awareness of disciplinary contributions, although synthesis may be lacking.
	Writer provides no evidence, or evidence presented has little to do with the purported claim.  

Writer offers little or no synthesis of information or research with the writer’s own ideas.

	Audience
	Writer constructs and maintains an organizational pattern that facilitates reader understanding of the argument and information presented.  

Writer employs style and mechanics suited to the genre of academic writing and the specifics of the discipline, including appropriate word choice, usage, and documentation.  
	Writer constructs an organizational pattern that allows for general understanding, although components of the structure may be weak or ill-sustained.

Writer follows the expectations of academic writing, although there may be flaws in diction, usage, or documentation.
	Writer constructs a disjointed or flimsy organizational pattern that fails to lead the reader effectively through the text.  

Writer employs style and mechanics inconsistent with the expectations of academic writing:  misuse of diction, poor usage, flawed documentation.


